
CEED 7th Annual 
Environmental Health 
and Justice Summit

-Transport of 
Hazardous Materials
by Rail

-The “Formosa 4”



Remember Lac-Mégantic!
The fight for hazmat rail safety in New Jersey



2014-present



Howard Skip Elliot, former VP of CSX.
Head of PHMSA, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration under former President Trump!!



Hazmat Rail Safety Legislation in NJ
(working on this since 2014)

The current bill A4460/S3389
www.njleg.state.nj.us/

• Requires at least a two-person crew on all dangerous hazardous trains
• Prohibits a railroad company from operating any train that exceeds 8,500 feet in 

length. 
• The owner or operator of a privately owned railroad is required to submit a copy of 

federally required bridge inspection reports to the Commissioner of Transportation, 
the Governor, and the Legislature.

• Owner must ensure that wayside detector systems are installed and are operating 
along railroad tracks.  

• The bill requires that all non-profit labor organizations representing a class or craft of 
employees of rail carriers or rail carrier contractor officials (non-profit labor 
organizations) be permitted onto railroad property to assist in inspecting for safety 
hazards and are permitted to identify any alleged safety hazards.      



Annual Rally to 
Firefighter from East Palestine, OH        Reading of the names of 47 victims                           Speaker from Lac-Mégantic Coalition

Annual rally to mark the anniversary of the tragic derailment of the train in 
Lac-Mégantic and to continue to press for rail safety.



Where do the some of the hazmat 
trains go in the US and here in NJ?
https://stand.earth/resources/do-you-live-in-an-oil-train-
blast-zone/



The successful fights to stop the Meadowlands Power Plant 
in North Bergen and the NJ Transit Gas Plant in Kearny 



The on-going fight to stop the Passaic 
Valley Sewerage Commission gas 
power plant in the Ironbound of 
Newark



Veterans For Peace
Golden Rule through Newark Bay

with Ironbound Community Corporation staff 
Spring, 2023

Environment-Militarism



Formosa Plastics 
Headquarters,
Livingston, NJ, 
Aug. 2, 2024



August 2, civil disobedience at Formosa 
Plastics in Livingston, NJ



Photos of Diane Wilson – 
by Julie Dermansky



Post –Consent 
Decree Violations 
and Environmental 
Mitigation Payment 
Records to the San 
Antonio Bay 
Estuarine Trust



The Demands of 
the Formosa4:

1.Cancel the proposed expansion in Point Comfort, 
Texas, the new plant in Saint James Parish, Louisiana, 
and the Baton Rouge, Louisiana expansion, considering 
the will of the local communities living in the Gulf 
Coast, who cannot tolerate any additional pollution.
2.Agree to an independent study to ensure no residual 
pollution remains in the affected areas in Vietnam, and 
a program to prevent future incidents.
3.Collaborate with the Vietnamese government for 
the release of all prisoners who were victims or 
advocates.
4.Provide adequate compensation for the victims of 
the 2016 disaster in Vietnam and complete 
environmental restoration of the affected areas.





Formosa4.org
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