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"We try to see whether or not there are chemical or other agents in the
environment" that cause autism in children, said Paul Lioy, associate
director of the center.

Scientists test the homes of these autistic children for possible
neurotoxins and map the environment around their homes to
understand whether and how neurotoxins, such as lead and pesticides,
affect brain function and growth, he added.

Danielle Martino, a resident of Trenton who attended the conference,
said she hopes such scientific efforts will help explain the causes of her
5-year-old son's autism.

"Can (the experts) tell me what exactly is it?" she asked. "l had to come
in, I had to hear what they had to say. | live with it every day."

Aparna Narayanan: (732) 565-7306; e-mail anarayan@thnt.com

The conference begins at 8:00 a.m. today and ends at noon. Additional
information is available at www.eohsi.rutgers.edu/childhood/autism/

Subscribe to the Home News Tribune.
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